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the property could, in fact, cost substant1ally more than
what it will cost now which will cost the taxpavers oe
Douglas County, the Natural Resource Distr1ct, substan
tially more money to acquire it and may, in f'act, make
tha'. a develooment area as opposed to a recreational
facility which is badly needed in the urban area. I
would urge this Legislature to allow the Natural Resource
Distr1ct to purchase th1s propertv, deed it to the state
free and clear, and allow for more recreational "ac111'fes
and to do th1s 1n an exped1tious manner. If we, in each,
refer this to committee, what will happen is is that we
w111 lose two weeks of desperately needed time, Januar ~
is rapdilv coming to an end, and the Resource District
Board w111 not meet again unt1 Rebruarv and this whole
process could, .h": H'JD could then, in f'act, send it to
public bidd1ng where it would cost the citizens of'
area a great deal more monev to purchase it, ie, in "act ,
the„' would purchase it at all and I,fust want to add one
l ast t h i n g .

PRESIDENT: Your time is up.

SENATOR NEWELL: Is that it would be preferrable to bavin~,
draw1ng further development to the northwest.

PRESIDENT: Your time 1s up, Senator. Senator Re stzel.

SENATOR REUTZEL: Nr. President, members of the body, I
have a little selfish motive on this because a development
like Lonergan Lake is going to take some pressure oe" oe
my district but we cannot deny the fact that Omaha does
need recreational facilit1es. I have worked with Dave
now for some time on this and I know that he has worked
hard at it. We have had several meetings to trv to work
out someth1ng to take the pressure off of Omaha and sur
rounding areas. Omaha does need recreational facilities.
Vo one has twisted the NRD's arm to go in there with
2.2 million dollars and purchase this land. >hev have
been looking at it for some time and now is the time to
go. We are under the gun as f'ar as time as Dave has
alluded to. They need to know if the state is going to
take this over once they have purchased the land. As
Senator Newell has ment1oned, if the NRD does not nurchase
this because the state w111 not accent this, it orobablv
is going to go into subdivisions. We are going to lose
this tremendous possib111tv for an acquisition 1n the
Omaha Metro area. I th1nk those 1n Omaha certainlv reco~
nize the need that we need more fac1li.ties in the eastern
part of the state. I think this is a great ooportunitv
for the state to go ahead in this area and rel1eve some
of the pressure in the eastern part. I would hone that
the members would concur and move to adopt this resolution.
.hank you.

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r C la r k .

SENATOR CLARK: I am having a little oroblem with th1s
resolution also. I know that the Gaze and Parks Commission
take on ground that they can't develop now 1n the first
olace. In the second place, this 2.2 million dollars
put out by the NRDs, certainly that particular VRQ is not
going to pay all that. They are going to trv to get som.
of the one m1111on dollars a year that we out into the
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